
















































































































































































































































Falmouth Agricultural Commission
Presentation to the Select Board

September 26, 2022





What is an Agricultural Commission?
• Developed by The Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation and 

supported by the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture and 
Pilgrim Resource Conservation & Development Area Council staff

• Formed at Town Meeting through the passage of a local bylaw
• Falmouth formed its Agricultural Commission in 2005

• Duties
• Advocate for farmers
• Protect agricultural lands
• Educate on agricultural issues
• Preserve rural character
• Provide a voice for farmers
• Encourage agriculture-based 

businesses



Massachusetts Ag Comms and 
Right to Farm Towns



Municipal Agricultural Commissions

• Reformed as a Municipal 
Agricultural Commission in 2017 
with new powers

• Buy, hold, manage, license, or 
lease land for agricultural 
purposes

• Receive grants, gifts, or land
• Create an agricultural 

preservation fund



Ag Comms & Boards of Health

• New state law in January 
2021 

• Boards of Health in Towns 
with Municipal Agricultural 
Commissions required to 
give a 45-day review 
period for any regulation 
that impacts farming



What does an Ag Comm do?
• Serves as a local voice advocating for farmers, farm 

businesses and farm interests 
• Provides visibility for farming 
• Gives farmers a place to go to for help 
• Works with town boards on issues facing farming in the 
town 
• Helps resolve farm related problems or conflicts 
• Protects farmland and other natural resources 





Falmouth is a Right to Farm Town

• Falmouth adopted the Right to Farm Bylaw in 2007
• What does this mean?

• “This general bylaw encourages the pursuit of 
agriculture, promotes agriculture-based economic 
opportunities, and protects farmlands within the 
Town of Falmouth by allowing agricultural uses and 
related activities to function with minimal conflict 
with abutters and Town agencies.”

• Recognition that Falmouth supports farming in all 
its forms.  





Ag Comm Members

• Karen Schwalbe – Farmer advocate
• Heidi Walz – CPC, Historic, founding Ag Comm member
• Warren Collins – Agricultural Extension Agent in NY, Farmer, 

Farmers Market Board,  Community Garden Board
• Amy Vickers – Real Estate Expert and Homesteader
• Jane Vose – Community Educator
• Matt Churchill – Pariah Dog Farm
• Jack Simonds – Freshfield Farm





Recent Agricultural Commission 
Projects

• Working with the Falmouth Board of Health on 
Poultry regulations 
• Educating on Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
• New Friends of Falmouth Ag Comm Facebook page
• Early Approval of Andrews Farm lease extension
• RDA for Cranberry bogs & planning for long term 
maintenance





Future Plans/Wish List

• 40B pressures on farmland and farmland preservation
• Right of First Refusal on properties in 61A
• Maintenance budget for the Community Bog
• Designating Farmland of Local Importance in Massachusetts

• The regulation directs the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to identify and inventory prime 
and unique farmland and specifies that farmlands that 
are of statewide and local importance for producing 
these crops also need to be identified.

• Educational series on farming





Thank you!

Our next meeting is Thursday September 29th at 6:30 
in the Small Meeting Room

agriculturalcommission@falmouthma.gov

mailto:agriculturalcommission@falmouthma.gov
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