
 

TOWN OF FALMOUTH 

SELECT BOARD 

AGENDA 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2024 – 6:00 P.M. 

 

LAWRENCE SCHOOL 

113 LAKEVIEW AVENUE  

FALMOUTH, MA 02540 

 

ROOM 105  

 

The Select Board may discuss and vote appropriate action on any item listed on this Agenda unless a different 

disposition is noted.  At the discretion of the Chair, agenda items may be taken out of order. 

 

6:00 p.m. OPEN SESSION 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

BUSINESS 

 

1. Discuss, consider and vote motions and reports to November 2024 Annual Town Meeting as needed 

 

2. Discuss, consider and vote date for April 2025 Town Meeting 

 

3. Consider the approval of a letter to WGBH to encourage continued dialogue with the Woods Hole 

Community Association concerning the sale of the Captain Davis House at 3 Water Street 

 

4. Consider request from Landfall Restaurant, 9 Luscombe Avenue, Woods Hole, to extend its Seasonal All-

Alcoholic Common Victualler License until January 2, 2025 

 

5. Consider approval of allocation of $10,000 from the Historical Commission revolving fund for the 

installation of historic markers 

 

6. Other business as needed 

 

7. Adjourn 

 

 

Nancy Robbins Taylor, Chair 

Select Board 



  November 18, 2024 

OPEN SESSION 

BUSINESS 

 

1. Discuss, consider and vote motions and reports to November 

2024 Annual Town Meeting as needed 

 

  



  November 18, 2024 

OPEN SESSION 

BUSINESS 

 

2. Discuss, consider and vote date for April 2025 Town Meeting 

  





  November 18, 2024 

OPEN SESSION 

BUSINESS 

 

3. Consider the approval of a letter to WGBH to encourage 

continued dialogue with the Woods Hole Community Association 

concerning the sale of the Captain Davis House at 3 Water Street 

  



 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 

ITEM NUMBER: Business 3. 

ITEM TITLE:  Consider the approval of a letter to WGBH to encourage continued 

dialogue with the Woods Hole Community Association concerning the sale of the Captain Davis 

House at 3 Water Street 

MEETING DATE: 11/18/2024   

WORK SESSION ☐  REGULAR MEETING ☒  PUBLIC HEARING ☐ 

SUBMITTED BY: Mike Renshaw, Town Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: Draft letter to WGBH 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PURPOSE: 

The Select Board will consider the approval of a letter to WGBH to encourage continued 

dialogue with the Woods Hole Community Association concerning the sale of the Captain Davis 

House at 3 Water Street. 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 

➢ The potential sale of the current CAI headquarters facility for WGBH radio was recently 

announced in the media. 

 

➢ In 2010, the facility was the recipient of CPC funding in the amount of $267,600 for the 

purpose of conducting certain renovations to the building in order to preserve the 

historic nature of the structure.  



 

 

➢ The subsequent Preservation Restriction that was placed on the property is to "assure 

that the architectural, historic, and cultural features of the exterior of the Building. . . will 

be retained and maintained forever substantially in their historically appropriate 

condition for preservation purposes."  

 

➢ The Restriction prohibits the Owner from demolishing, removing, moving or razing the 

building, dumping ashes, trash or rubbish at the location, or allowing above-ground 

utility lines. 

 

➢ The Restriction includes a provision that requires the Owner to notify the Town of a 

proposed sale of the property so that the Town may have an opportunity to explain the 

terms of the Restriction to the new owner. 

 

➢ The Preservation Restriction does not prohibit the Owner from selling the property 

 

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: 

The Town Manager recommends that the Select Board approve the draft letter to WGBH to 

encourage continued dialogue with the Woods Hole Community Association concerning the 

sale of the Captain Davis House at 3 Water Street, as presented.  

OPTIONS: 

➢ Motion to approve the letter to WGBH to encourage continued dialogue with the 

Woods Hole Community Association concerning the sale of the Captain Davis House at 3 

Water Street as presented. 

 

➢ Motion to approve a revised letter to WGBH to encourage continued dialogue with the 

Woods Hole Community Association concerning the sale of the Captain Davis House at 3 

Water Street with stipulated edits. 

 

➢ Motion to deny the approval of sending a letter to WGBH to encourage continued 

dialogue with the Woods Hole Community Association concerning the sale of the 

Captain Davis House at 3 Water Street. 

  



 

 

BUDGET INFORMATION:    Applicable:☐    Not Applicable: ☐          Budgeted:    Yes ☐     No  ☐ 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR COMMENTS (IF APPLICABLE): 

N/A 

TOWN MANAGER COMMENTS: 

The Town Manager recommends that the Select Board approve the draft letter to WGBH to 

encourage continued dialogue with the Woods Hole Community Association concerning the 

sale of the Captain Davis House at 3 Water Street, as presented.  

 

 

Michael Renshaw 

________________________________   11/14/2024 

 Town Manager          Date  





  November 18, 2024 

OPEN SESSION 

BUSINESS 

 

4. Consider request from Landfall Restaurant, 9 Luscombe Avenue, 

Woods Hole, to extend its Seasonal All-Alcoholic Common 

Victualler License until January 2, 2025 

 

  



 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 

ITEM NUMBER: Business 4. 

ITEM TITLE:  Consider request from Landfall Restaurant, 9 Luscombe Avenue, Woods 

Hole, to extend its Seasonal All-Alcoholic Common Victualler License until January 2, 2025 

MEETING DATE: 11/18/2024   

WORK SESSION ☐  REGULAR MEETING ☒  PUBLIC HEARING ☐ 

SUBMITTED BY: Mike Renshaw, Town Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: Letter from Landfall Restaurant requesting extension, dated November 1, 

2024; License Application Review Form; Staff email thread 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PURPOSE: 

The Select Board will review and consider the approval of the Landfall Restaurant’s request for 

an extension of its All-Alcoholic Common Victualler License until January 2, 2025. 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 

➢ Landfall Restaurant representative Kathleen Estes Stuhlfire submitted a letter to the 

Select Board on November 1, 2024 (attached) requesting an extension of the 

establishment’s 2023 All-Alcoholic Beverages Common Victualler License, and that the 

extension be granted from December 1, 2024 through and including January 2, 2025. 

 

➢ A holder of a seasonal liquor license may request an extension of the license’s “valid until 

date” through January 2, 2025 with the approval of the Local Licensing Authority, which 

is the Select Board. 



 

 

 

➢ This is an annual request from the Landfall Restaurant. 

 

➢ Both the Falmouth Police Department and Falmouth Fire Rescue Department have 

reviewed the request and have no objections to its approval. 

 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: 

The Town Manager recommends that the Select Board approve the Landfall Restaurant’s 

request for an extension of its All-Alcoholic Common Victualler License through January 2, 

2025. 

OPTIONS: 

➢ Motion to approve the Landfall Restaurant’s request for an extension of its All-Alcoholic 

Common Victualler License through January 2, 2025 as presented. 

 

➢ Motion to deny approval of the Landfall Restaurant’s request for an extension of its All-

Alcoholic Common Victualler License through January 2, 2025. 

 

BUDGET INFORMATION:    Applicable:☐    Not Applicable: ☒          Budgeted:    Yes ☐     No  ☐ 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR COMMENTS (IF APPLICABLE): 

N/A 

TOWN MANAGER COMMENTS: 

The Town Manager recommends that the Select Board approve the Landfall Restaurant’s 

request for an extension of its All-Alcoholic Common Victualler License through January 2, 

2025. 

Michael Renshaw 

________________________________   11/13/2024 

 Town Manager          Date  











  November 18, 2024 

OPEN SESSION 

BUSINESS 

 

5. Consider approval of allocation of $10,000 from the Historical 

Commission revolving fund for the installation of historic markers 



 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 

ITEM NUMBER: Business 5. 

ITEM TITLE:  Consider approval of allocation of $10,000 from the Historical Commission 

revolving fund for installation of historic markers 

MEETING DATE: 11/18/2024   

WORK SESSION ☐  REGULAR MEETING ☒  PUBLIC HEARING ☐ 

SUBMITTED BY: Mike Renshaw, Town Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: Capital Request Form 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PURPOSE: 

The Select Board is asked to consider approving an allocation from the Falmouth Historical 

Commission revolving fund to install signs identifying the seven historic districts in Falmouth. 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 

➢ This project was initiated by the Falmouth Historical Commission. The seven districts are: 

o Davisville 

o Falmouth Village 

o North Falmouth 

o Quissett 

o Waquoit 

o West Falmouth 

o Woods Hole 

 

➢ In total, 11 signs are planned. Each sign is 18” X 24”.  



 

 

➢ The total cost for the 11 markers is $26,500 of which $10,000 is proposed to come from the 

revolving fund with the balance coming from Free Cash. 

 

➢ The Finance Committee has recommended approval of this project under Article 5 of the 

November 18th Annual Town Meeting. Select Board approval is required for an expenditure 

of more than $500 from this revolving fund in accordance with the Town Meeting vote by 

which it was established in 2009. 

 

➢ Funds from the sale of the Book of Falmouth are deposited into this revolving account. This 

revolving fund presently has a balance of $20,340.  

 

➢ The Town Manager and Finance Director may seek to dissolve this fund in the near future in 

light of its small size and infrequent use. The independent auditor retained by the Town has 

suggested reducing the number of funds maintained by the Town which results in added 

staff time monitoring and reporting on these accounts and creates unnecessary complexity 

in managing the Town’s finances. 

 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: 

  The Town Manager recommends approval of this request to allocate funds for 
the installation of signage to mark the historic districts in Falmouth. 

 
Motion:  
 
I move that the Select Board vote approval of an expenditure of $10,000 from the 
Falmouth Historical Commission revolving fund to install signs marking the seven 
historic districts in Falmouth.  

 

OPTIONS: 

➢ Motion to approve an expenditure of $10,000 from the Falmouth Historical Commission 

revolving fund to install signs marking the seven historic districts in Falmouth.  

 

➢ Motion to deny approval to expend $10,000 from the Falmouth Historical Commission 

revolving fund to install signs marking the seven historic districts in Falmouth. 

 

➢ Board defined alternative.   

 



 

 

BUDGET INFORMATION:    Applicable:☒    Not Applicable: ☐          Budgeted:    Yes ☒     No  ☐ 

Fund Dept. Acct No. Budget Balance Requested Remaining 

 
 

      

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR COMMENTS (IF APPLICABLE): 

N/A 

TOWN MANAGER COMMENTS: 

 

Michael Renshaw 

________________________________   11/13/2024 

 Town Manager          Date  



Department: Planning Jed Cornock, Town Planner Unique Dept Priority # (1-X): 1

Project Title/Description:
Estimated Costs
Capital: Cost Comments Project Description / Project Management  / Connection to Select Board Strategic Plan:

Equipment 26,000
Maintenance
Planning/Study
Design
Construction
Land Acquisition
Software
Contingency

Total Capital 26,000

Estimated Cash Flow: Capital O&M
FY 2025 26,000
FY 2026
FY 2027
FY 2028
FY 2029
FY 2030
FY 2031
FY 2032
FY 2033

Yes
Yes

O & M Costs: One Time Annual/Ongoing
Personnel
Expense
Other

Total O & M -                                             -                                             

Available/Potential Funds: Amount Comment
Department Article(s) to Re-
appropriate
Bond Proceeds Unspent
In-kind
Federal Grant
State Grant
CPA

Total Available -                                             

Department of Public Works Assistance Required (Y/N)?

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT REQUEST FORM - July 2025

Historic Markers Project
(attach additional information including the quote)

Submitted/Prepared By:

For Free Cash Articles- able to complete in 3 Years (Y/N)?

Project Description:
This project seeks to properly showcase the seven (7) Historic Districts in town and to provide detail about specific 
significance such as being a National Registered Historic Site. The seven districts include: "Davisville", "Falmouth 
Village", "North Falmouth", "Quissett", "Waquoit", "West Falmouth", and "Woods Hole" which range in size from 
8.9 acres to 164 acres. Currently, there is little to no signage that displays or indicates the significance of these 
districts and the Historical Commission has been working to change that for some time. As the districts range in 
size, a uniform application of signage wouldn't be appropriate. Therefore, a small district (Davisville) will only have 
one sign while the larger districts (West Falmouth, Falmouth Village) will have two or three signs - all depending 
on the shape of the specific district. In total, this project includes eleven (11) signs, each one being 18" x 24" 
mounted on a post on town property. The final sign locations will be determined by the Historical Commission, in 
coordination with the Department of Public Works and once determined, will be installed by the DPW.  

Project Manager(s):
Melinda Tondera, Assistant Town Planner and Jed Cornock, Town Planner

Connection to the Select Board Strategic Plan:
Community Engagement: The Historical Commission is focused on raising awareness of the local historic districts 
and highlighting their significance. History plays a large part in shaping a community and it's important to the 
Commission to pay homage to the people and actions of the past. Additionally, its very important to the 
Commission that each property owner within a district understands that their site is part of a larger unit that is 
meant to be preserved for future generations. Historic markers are a way to create awareness for property 
owners and contractors in obtaining proper approvals from the Historical Commission for new construction or any 
exterior changes to their existing buildings and hardscapes. 

Over the past year, the Historical Commission has had this item on their agenda nearly 10 times for discussion and 
public input. They have researched historic signs in other towns (size, material, color, etc.), have developed a 
concept for Falmouth's signs, received Select Board approval for moving forward on this project (February 26, 
2024), and have determined approximate sign locations in each district. The Commission is confident that the 
historic markers will provide knowledge to residents and visitors of the importance Falmouth’s Historic Districts, 
reinforce the historic heritage of Falmouth, instill pride in the residents of the historic districts, and encourage 
historic tourism.  

11/13/2024
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