
 

TOWN OF FALMOUTH 

SELECT BOARD 

REVISED AGENDA 
MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2025 – 6:00 P.M. 

 

LAWRENCE SCHOOL 

113 LAKEVIEW AVENUE  

FALMOUTH, MA 02540 

 

ROOM 105  

 

The Select Board may discuss and vote appropriate action on any item listed on this Agenda unless a different 

disposition is noted.  At the discretion of the Chair, agenda items may be taken out of order. 

 

6:00 p.m. OPEN SESSION 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

BUSINESS 

 

1. Reconsider a vote to send the petition to stop Holtec from evaporating nuclear waste to the Town Clerk to 

be placed on the May 20, 2025, Annual Town Election Ballot 

 

2. Vote to place on the May 20, 2025 election ballot a proposition 2 ½ debt exemption ballot question for the 

engineering, design and construction of the Great Pond Phase 1 Sewer Project and to include the sewer 

lines, the pump stations, the force main to convey the wastewater to the Town’s main wastewater treatment 

facility, and the rehabilitation of the Town’s existing northernmost open sand beds for discharge of treated 

wastewater. 

 

3. Discuss/vote motions and reports to April 2025 Annual Town Meeting as needed 

 

4. Discuss, consider and vote date for November 2025 Town Meeting 

 

5. Other business as needed 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Administrative Orders 

a. Consider a request for the approval of a variance to Sign Code 184-30: Movable, portable, or 

mobile signs D (1) (a), for the placement of ten sandwich board-style signs to advertise the 2025 

Daffodil Daze event at Spohr Gardens, April 13 through April 26, 2025 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Nancy Robbins Taylor, Chair 

Select Board 



 

           

           

      

  



 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 

 

ITEM NUMBER: Business 1. 

ITEM TITLE:  Reconsider a vote to send the petition to stop Holtec from evaporating 

nuclear waste to the Town Clerk to be placed on the May 20, 2025, Annual Town Election Ballot 

MEETING DATE: 4/7/2025   

WORK SESSION ☐  REGULAR MEETING ☒  PUBLIC HEARING ☐ 

SUBMITTED BY: Mike Renshaw, Town Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: Email from Town Clerk with ballot placement instructions; Email from 

Rosemary Carey dated March 3, 2025; Fact Sheet: Non-Binding Public  Advisory Question for 

the 2025 Spring Town Ballot; Petition signature sheet 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PURPOSE: 

The Select Board will discuss and consider a vote to send a petition to stop Holtec from 

evaporating nuclear waste to the Town Clerk to be placed on the May 20, 2025 Annual Town 

Election Ballot. 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY: 

➢ On March 3 resident Rosemary Dreger Carey submitted a written request to have this 

petition considered by the Select Board for inclusion on the May 20, 2025 Annual Town 

Election Ballot. 

 



 

 

➢ As stated in Ms. Carey’s attached email, the environmental group Cape Downwinders and 

Save our Bay have initiated a non-binding public advisory question for Spring town ballots in 

order to stop the evaporation of radioactive wastewater at the Pilgrim nuclear power plant. 

 

➢ As stated in this sample non-binding advisory question (attached), “Since February 2023 

Holtec has used submersible heaters in the radioactive industrial wastewater under the 

guise of heating the building for worker comfort and evaporated 200,000 gallons of 

wastewater in one year.” 

 

➢ Holtec is the owner of the Pilgrim Nuclear Poer Station located in Plymouth. 

 

➢ The advisory further states that “…aerosol particles from the heating process releasing out 

the vent transport highly radioactive particles into our atmosphere” and that “Prevailing 

winds ensure that the majority of these radioactive pollutants will inevitably fall into Cape 

Cod Bay, threatening public health, the environment, and the region’s marine-based 

economy.” 

 

➢ The Town Clerk has advised that the Select Board has until 35 days prior to the Election to 

deliver to the Town Clerk a question that they have voted to be placed on the Ballot. 

➢ Town Counsel was asked to review the matter, and has advised that when the Select 
Board receives a request from the public to place a nonbinding advisory question on the 
ballot, the Board must consider the request as it is received. If the Select Board wishes 
for a different or amended version to be placed on the ballot instead, it has the ability to 
place its own, separate, nonbinding advisory question on the ballot.  
 

➢ The Board must take action on the request before them and either vote in favor of 
placing the question on the ballot or deny the request. 
 

➢ Town Counsel further advises that in addition to voting to approve or deny the 
petitioners' request, the Select Board may also place its own advisory question on the 
ballot, with its own wording; If the Select Board is inclined to place some other version 
on the ballot, and where the proposed amendments are merely wordsmithing and have 
no substantive value, then Town Counsel would recommend that the Select Board vote 
to approve the language provided by the Petitioners. 
 

 
  



 

 

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: 

The Town Manager recommends that the Select Board consider sending a non-binding public 

advisory question concerning Holtec’s evaporation of nuclear waste to the Town Clerk to be 

placed on the May 20, 2025, Annual Town Election Ballot. 

OPTIONS: 

➢ Motion that the following question be sent to the Town Clerk to be placed on the May 

20, 2025 Annual Town Election Ballot: 

 

Non-Binding Public Advisory Question 

 

WHEREAS, Holtec, owner of the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station in Plymouth, is 

discharging untreated radioactively and chemically contaminated industrial 

wastewater into the atmosphere; and. 

 

WHEREAS, these airborne pollutants are being carried by prevailing winds over and 

into Cape Cod Bay and our communities; and,  

 

WHEREAS, just as liquid discharge into Cape Cod Bay is in violation the Massachusetts 

Ocean Sanctuaries Act and other State Laws, this gaseous discharge also violates the 

Ocean Sanctuaries Act and other state laws Holtec agreed to follow; and, 

 

WHEREAS, these airborne pollutants threaten public and environmental health and 

safety-including the safety of Holtec's own workers-and our marine-based economy; 

 

Therefore, shall the people of the Town of Falmouth direct the town government to 

communicate with Governor Maura Healey, Attorney General Andrea Campbell, the 

State Legislature, and all other relevant authorities to employ all means available to 

ensure that the law is enforced and to ensure further that Holtec immediately cease 

the gaseous discharge of the radioactively and chemically contaminated industrial 

wastewater at Pilgrim? 

 

Yes _____                     No _______ 

 

➢ Motion to deny sending the non-binding public advisory question to the Town Clerk. 

➢ Motion to approve a version of the non-binding advisory question with specified Select 
Board revisions. 





            

          

      

            

     

             

         

          

           

              

          

             

             

         

   



 

           

           

        

  



   

   

             

                 

  

       

     

          

            

       

                

                

 

              

              

 



             

              

             

            

           

            

   

             

             

           

             

          

                  

                

 

            

             

         

                 

     

   

           

      

    

           

       



             

            

           

         

         

             

         

            

             

         

  

             

     

 

    



  

            

             

         

 

  



 

  
      
  

    

           

                        
                  

          

                      
       

       

   

             
         

                
  

               
                 

    

            
     

              

             
                  

           

  

 

  
 









            

            
        

  

             
      

             
           

             

          
         

             
          

             
             

         

           
            

             
       

             
            

 

         
            
             

   

        
           
            

              

   

  

          



          

                 
      

                   
                    

                 
                

   

                   
                    

                 

    

      



          

                
      

                   
                    

                 
                

   

                   
                    

                 
    

    

 
 

  

  

      

  

         

     
 

        

  

 

 

 

 

  



          

                
      

                   
                    

                 
                

   

                   
                    

                 
    

      

 

  

 
  



 

             

         

          

          

        

       

       

  



   

  

              

             

                

             

             

  

      

     

      

                 

              

                

            

            



                

           

          

           

          

            

          

            

              

        

               

               

            

              

            

             

              

           

         

                

             

             

           



                

              

               

              

 

                

              

                 

 

 

             

              

           

              

               

               

               

           

          

      

     

            

   



        

 

    

  

             

              

           

              

               

               

               

           

          

      

 

 



       
     

                
            

             
                 

 

                 
                    

          

                    
             

                 
                 
                 

                  
      

                   
                

                      
                 

                  

                
                 

                 
              

                   
                    

    

                
         

                 
                

   
                

                 
       

                   
               



                     
               
                  
                      

          

                 
            

              
                   

                   

               
               

                  
                  

      

                 
               

                    
                  
             

                
                   

             
                

          

            
                

           
                 

                
                 

                   
         

    

     
      

    
               

                  
               

                
               

                
               

       



   

  

  

  

  

    
 

       
   

 

  
 
 

  



 

   
    

   

 



                  

              
               

             
              

             
                   

      

            

                
               

              
              

              
                 

               
                

                    
                  

               
              

                
                

                    
     

            
            

                
                   

                
                  
              

            
             
             
               

         

                 
               
                  

                 
                   

  

         



 

         

  

  



   

   

            

     

        

     

 

               

 

                

  



 

               

  

         

 

    

  

               

  

 

 



 

         

  



   

   

             

  

        

     

      

                 

              

          



 

             

           

                

 

              

        

 

    

  

             

           

 

 



 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

    



 

  

           

         

        

        

     

  



   

       

              

            

               

  

        

     

       

                

             

               

             

      

                

              

          



                  

   

           

       

       

     

     

      

    

   

       

       

       

 

              

              

              

     

              

              

             

  

                

             

              

     

           

 



    

  

              

              

              

     

  



             

        

       

       

     

     

      

    

   

      

       

       

            

          

  





         

       
       

     
     
      
   
   
      
       
       



  



 

  
  




