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This memo provides an overview of water quality sampling methods and results at the Long 
Pond Water Treatment Plant. The purpose of the memo is to provide the public with an 
understanding of the measures the Town routinely takes to monitor water quality as well as some 
additional measures taken to determine whether any chemicals are migrating from the former 
dump at Trotting Park to the Long Pond water supply.  

 
The Falmouth Water Department routinely samples water after it has been treated at the Long 
Pond Water Treatment Plant – i.e. finished water -- in accordance with strict regulations set forth 
by the EPA and MassDEP. The water is tested for many chemicals and contaminants. The Town 
has not had any samples above the regulatory Maximum Contaminant Level in the finished water 
for any of the chemical tested in the last 8 years. The last sample over the MCL on the effluent of 
a treatment facility was Perchlorate at Fresh Pond Well in 2017. 

 
Arcadis, the licensed site professional firm retained by the Town to oversee the evaluation and 
remediation of the former dump at Trotting Park, evaluated the direction of groundwater flow 
and determined that it flows east – away from Long Pond.  Arcadis also installed six test wells 
around the youth baseball fields. The results of the initial test were all below regulatory limits for 
all chemicals tested except for one compound at one well which was above the regulatory limit 
for PCE AKA Tetrachloroethene. The full results of the water sample tests taken at the site of the 
youth baseball fields can be found in the Notification Report of 04/03/2025 posted online at 
https://www.falmouthma.gov/1530/Trotting-Park-Youth-Baseball-Fields. 

 
As a further precaution, the Town Manager requested that the Water Department collect samples 
of raw (i.e. pretreated) water from the adjacent Long Pond Water Treatment Plant intakes. The 
samples were tested for lead and arsenic. We are pleased to report that there was no lead or 
arsenic detected in the raw water samples taken at Long Pond. The PCE sample has been sent for 
laboratory analysis, with results pending. Typically, regulatory samples are collected on the 
effluent side of the treatment process, but these intake samples were specifically taken to confirm 
that the contaminated groundwater from Trotting Park Fields is not migrating toward Long Pond, 
ensuring the continued safety of our water supply. 




















