
























































































Status Report –
Falmouth Heights Sewer 

Connections
Amy Lowell, Wastewater Superintendent

June 4, 2018



Background
• Town spent >$30 million to 

construct Little Pond Area 
sewer system, to improve 
water quality in Little Pond

• Falmouth Heights sewers  
completed and made available 
in 2016 (2 years ago)

• 435 properties connected to-
date in Falmouth Heights (out 
of 461 developed properties in 
the area) = 94% connected

• 26 Falmouth Heights 
properties not yet connected



Sewer Connection Required 

§ 180-6 Connection to sewer required

The owner of all houses, buildings or properties used for human 
occupancy, employment, recreation or other purposes….is hereby 
required at his expense…to connect such facilities directly with the 
proper public sewer within ninety (90) days after date of official notice 
to do so.



Notifications to Property Owners

• Letters sent to Falmouth Heights service area property owners:
• June 2016, requesting connection by June 1 2017

• May 2017, providing 6 month extension, requiring connection by November 
31 2017

• November 2017, providing final 6 month extension, requiring connection by 
May 31 2018

• April 2018, restating final May 31, 2018 deadline.

• Letters sent to addresses on file with Town Assessor (address used for 
tax and water bills); updated address file each time with GIS

• First letter sent regular mail, other three sent certified.



Most recent letter stated:

• Each day after May 31, 2018 that the above property is not connected 
to the Town sewer system is a violation of Town Code §180-6 for 
which you may be assessed a fine of $50.00 per day.  

• Further, if your property is not connected to the Town sewer system 
by May 31, 2018, this matter will be referred to Town Counsel to 
pursue all additional legal and equitable remedies for violation of 
Town Code §180-6.



Pump sewer connection being installed Gravity sewer connection being installed



Issues related to failure to connect

• Impact to Little Pond water quality and TMDL compliance
- The sewer system was constructed (at a cost >$30M) to address water quality 
problems in Little Pond, and it will not serve this purpose until the properties in 
the area are connected to the system. 

• Not fair to others who have connected

• Not contributing sewer revenue to cover costs of running expanded 
sewer system



Next Steps for Falmouth Heights Properties 
Not Connected
• Begin issuing notices for violation of the Town bylaw  § 180-6, 

Connection to sewer required.

• Fine for this violation is $50/day.

• This notice to be issued to properties in the service area that have a 
water service but are not yet connected to the sewer.

• If fines unpaid, Town will follow through Falmouth District Court.

• If necessary, matters will be referred to Town Counsel to pursue 
additional legal and equitable remedies.



Sewer Connections in the Rest of the Little 
Pond Sewer Area
• Sewers in the remainder of the LPSSA (Maravista, Teaticket Highway, 

etc) were completed and made available in 2017 (one year later than 
Falmouth Heights)

• >450 residential properties connected to-date in Maravista/Teaticket, 
including ~20 commercial properties.  ~52% of the properties in the 
area are connected

• Final Maravista/Teaticket Hwy Connection Deadline is April 30, 2019 
(no further extensions)














































































































